HARWOOD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
City of Harwood, North Dakota
Regular Meeting
January 6, 2020
Pledge of Allegiance: Recited.

Call to Order/Roll Call: At 6:30pm, Councilman Blake Hankey called the meeting to order. Roll call included Dick Sundberg, Darlene Meyer, Jim Hughes and Mayor Bill Rohrich via phone. Others in attendance included Attorney Sarah Wear, Public Work Superintendent Bernie Stasch and Auditor Casey Eggermont. 

Approve Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda with addition by Hughes, seconded by Meyer. All in favor voted aye, and the motion passed.  

Approve January Bills, November Meeting Minutes and Financial Report Consent Agenda: Motion to approve consent agenda by Hughes, second by Hankey. All voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Board on motion approved the financial report:
	Fund
	Beginning of 2019
	Disbursements
	Receipts
	Transfers
	JE Payroll
	Balance end of December 2019

	100 GENERAL FUND
	$86,428.74
	$343,071.61
	$251,624.24
	($76,100.00)
	($15,777.55)
	$85,998.56

	201 HIGHWAY DISTRIBUTION
	$3,990.26
	$55,495.04
	$69,862.10
	$21,500.00
	$0.00
	$11,123.20

	203 CITY SHARE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
	($51.37)
	$4,762.85
	$7,645.58
	$0.00
	$0.00
	($2,934.10)

	205 Community Center
	$2,294.41
	$14,751.88
	$21,371.96
	$0.00
	$0.00
	($4,325.67)

	206 EMERGENCY FUND
	$6,502.65
	$0.00
	$6,099.59
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$403.06

	220 CITY SALES TAX FUND
	$37,389.29
	$158,186.54
	$17,125.10
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$178,450.73

	318 WATER DISTRIBUTION #98-1
	$62,216.54
	$35,729.07
	$54,675.00
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$43,270.61

	322 STREET IMPROVEMENT 2006-1
	($18,619.22)
	$21,076.47
	$29,474.32
	$0.00
	$0.00
	($27,017.07)

	324 URBAN RENEWAL (TIF) 2007-1
	$26,278.13
	$15,197.89
	$8,799.14
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$32,676.88

	325 STREET IMPROVEMENT 2011-1
	$84,590.29
	$46,358.42
	$49,929.00
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$81,019.71

	326 WATER IMPROVEMENT 2015-1
	$26,280.30
	$110,012.09
	$108,496.26
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$27,796.13

	327 STREET IMPROVEMENT 2016-1
	($8,536.48)
	$9,879.60
	$11,701.98
	$0.00
	$0.00
	($10,358.86)

	501 WATER FUND
	($15,415.02)
	$140,185.21
	$54,147.65
	$54,600.00
	($58,851.14)
	$66,371.40

	502 SEWER FUND
	$104,033.30
	$169,523.25
	$123,845.69
	$0.00
	($12,513.88)
	$137,196.98

	503 WASTE FUND
	$706.84
	$73,253.30
	$58,248.75
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$15,711.39

	510 SURCHARGE FUND
	$63,718.11
	$23,533.73
	$3,151.82
	$0.00
	$0.00
	$84,100.02

	 
	$461,806.77
	$1,221,016.95
	$876,198.18
	$0.00
	($87,142.57)
	$719,482.97




Board on motion approved the following bills: 
	020519
	AFLAC PAYROLL BILLING        
	$556.56

	020520
	AMERICAN ENTERPRISES, INC.   
	$2,945.00

	020521
	BLUE TARP FINANCIAL INC      
	$565.27

	020522
	CASS COUNTY TREASURER        
	$10,905.36

	020523
	CITY OF FARGO                
	$14.00

	020524
	CORE & MAIN                  
	$245.96

	020525
	DAKOTA HOSE & FITTINGS       
	$177.48

	020526
	DEANS BULK SERVICE INC       
	$1,650.01

	020527
	GENERAL EQUIPMENT            
	$125.87

	020528
	GREAT AMERICA FINANCIAL SRVS 
	$245.40

	020529
	HARWOOD POSTMASTER           
	$120.00

	020530
	HAWKINS INC                  
	$2,183.63

	020531
	HIGH PLAINS TECHNOLOGY       
	$10,263.31

	020532
	HUBERT OYE & SONS            
	$574.75

	020533
	HUNTER GRAIN COMPANY         
	$150.00

	020534
	LOFFLER FARGO                
	$71.28

	020535
	MENARDS-FARGO                
	$346.43

	020536
	MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACADEMY 
	$60.00

	020538
	ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSOC.
	$345.00

	020539
	NDLC                         
	$170.00

	020540
	NORTH DAKOTA DEPT. OF HEALTH 
	$210.00

	020541
	OHNSTAD-TWICHELL PC          
	$310.00

	020542
	OK TIRE STORES - FARGO       
	$1,811.11

	020543
	OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY OF FARGO
	$398.00

	020544
	PETRO SERVE USA              
	$1,333.03

	020545
	RDO EQUIPMENT CO             
	$44,854.90

	020546
	SANDERS METAL PRODUCTS INC   
	$216.34

	020547
	UNUM LIFE INSURANCE          
	$26.74

	020548
	VERIZON WIRELESS             
	$337.90



Law Enforcement Report: Deputy Heger attended to meeting to discuss the monthly law enforcement report.  Heger reported the following: 17 traffic stops, 12 warnings and 5 citations.

New Business: 
Special Event Permits: Waylon Butler of the Harwood Grill & Saloon requested 2 special event permits for January and February, those being for the Lemke Wedding and the Northern Cass School Benefit. Motion by Hughes to accept both special event permit applications, seconded by Sundberg. All in favor voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Deposit for Rental Property Utility Bills: Eggermont proposed utilizing a utility deposit procedure for rental properties in Harwood.  She relayed that in the past, renters have left the city with unpaid utility bills, and receiving payment from homeowners on the renters behalf is not easy.  Motion by Sundberg to implement a $200.00 deposit requirement for all renters in the City of Harwood, starting February 1, 2020, seconded by Meyer.  All in favor voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Building on Property between Bank and Post Office: Eggermont relayed that there is interest from a private party to purchase the lot between the bank and the post office, with the intent to build a storage building on the property.  The private party wanted to ensure this practice was allowable.  Eggermont relayed to the board that according to the Harwood City Ordinances, this was allowable.  The board agreed, and requested Eggermont to ask where the private party plans to have access made to the property. 

Old Business: 
Sewer Rates: Discussion of sewer rates was tabled from the previous meeting. The council discussed charging additional for commercial rates, at the rate of $2.00 extra per 1000 gallons of water used.  Motion by Hughes to implement a $2.00 sewer charge per 1000 gallons of water use, seconded by Sundberg. All in favor voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Community Center Rates and Rules/Regulations: Meyer discussed the updated Community Center rates and rules/regulation documents.  Motion by Sundberg to implement the new Community Center rates and new rules/regulations, seconded by Meyer. All in favor voted aye, and the motion passed. 

Public Works Report: Stasch relayed that the new snow blower works great, as well as discussed winter parking problems and residents moving snow out onto the street.  Moving forward, letters will be sent with invoices for all residents who push snow into the streets. Stasch went on to request new tires for the truck.  The consensus of the board was to purchase the new tires.  Stasch also relayed that the 3 pumps that were purchased in 2019 were smaller than planned, and that he will be returning the 3 pumps in exchange for 2 larger pumps. 

Engineer Report: Aakre was not present, and did not have a report.  
 
Auditor Report: Eggermont discussed utility bills, general happenings in the office and community, updating the website, and working on year-end duties. 

Correspondence: Discussion was had over what is appropriate for city-wide email use for businesses in the city.  A complaint was made regarding using the city-wide email for advertising a local establishment’s weekend activity.  The consensus of the board is to continue allowing all businesses to use the city-wide email for free advertising. 

Discussion was also had regarding residents with outside mailboxes and snow surrounding the boxes.  Eggermont has received complaints regarding snow removal efforts around mailboxes, and has been asked repeatedly who is responsible to clean around mailbox stands that have more than 1 mailbox on them.  The consensus of the board is that snow removal around mailboxes is the responsibility of the mailbox owner, not the city.  In the event of multiple mailboxes sharing the same stand, this is still the responsibility of the mailbox owners, not the city.  In the event that the property owner of where the multi-mailbox stand is located does not clean around the mailbox stand, this is still not the cities responsibility.  The suggestion was made to relay to residents that owners of mailboxes on shared stands need to work together to keep their mailbox stand clean. 

Portfolio Reports: Mayor Rohrich gave a thank you to Stasch and Jeremy Snyder for their work in keeping the roads clean during the storms. 

Sundberg discussed the need for updated flood maps, updated pamphlets and building a flood committee for the predicted flood season. 

Hughes requested a report on the fire hydrants.  Stasch relayed that a copy will be provided once it is completed.  Hughes also asked about the Rivertree Lift Station, and the issues it’s been having. 

Meyer relayed that the Community Center has many rentals for the upcoming year. 

Announcements: Eggermont relayed the office will be closed on January 20th for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, and that she will be taking vacation from January 24th to January 31st. 

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn by Hughes, seconded by Meyer. All in favor voted aye, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:14pm. 
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                                                                                   		Bill Rohrich, Mayor
Attest: ___________________________                   	
Casey Eggermont, Auditor           
                               	 
Date of Approval ____________________


