HARWOOD CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
City of Harwood, North Dakota
Regular Meeting

July 6, 2015

Pledge of Allegiance recited.

Call to Order/Roll Call.  Mayor Rohrich called the regular meeting to order @ 7:00 p.m.  Council in attendance:  Ed Ployhart, Dick Sundberg, Jennifer Spiesz and Lori Peyerl.  Also present Sarah Wear, Stan Hanson, Don Anderson, Darlene & Pete Meyer, Brian Giere, Jeff Foss, Jo Ann Spiesz, Director of Equalization Frank Klein, Jon Lowry, PWS Bernie Stasch and Sherry Morris.  

Mayor Rohrich adjourned the Regular meeting.
Mayor Rohrich called to order the Public Hearing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Hearing.  
Motion by Peyerl to approve recommendations by County Assessor, as presented, second Ployhart.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.  

Mayor Rohrich adjourned the Board of Equalization Hearing.
Mayor Rohrich called to order the council meeting.

Consent Agenda.  Motion by Ployhart to approve April 6, 2015 minutes, April Financial Report and payment of May Bills/electronic transfers, second Peyerl.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.

Telecommunications Tower/Verizon.  Lori Peyerl reported Planning & Zoning Commission met today at 5:30 p.m. to review and discussed an application for a Conditional Use Permit and construction plans for a proposed Verizon telecommunications facility.  The location on Ellingson land was determined properly zoned and in compliance with Harwood’s land use plan.  The site was chosen to target coverage to the north and along the I-29 corridor.  The tower will be designed to accommodate two other wireless carriers.  Construction planned for end of year or next spring.  Lori reported Planning & Zoning Commission’s recommendation to grant Verizon the Conditional Use Permit.  A public hearing will be scheduled and Verizon representative asked to attend next meeting.  Tabled to June meeting.  

Request for Special Liquor License.   Waylon Butler, representing Harwood Grill & Bar, asked for a special license to host a Bike Night every Thursday throughout the summer.  Mr. Butler explained plans to advertise on country stations and encourage bikers to attend in an effort to bring business out to Harwood.  It was said given past experience outdoor bands have been shut down by the County Sheriff’s Department following Harwood’s noise ordinance.  Complaints were anticipated with loud music on a work night.  Mr. Butler said at this time nothing is scheduled for bands but does plan to have outdoor music some nights closing down no later than 9:00 p.m.
	Motion by Spiesz to grant a Special Liquor License for Harwood Grill & Bar for Thursdays throughout the summer.  Further discussion.  Ed Ployhart recommended the motion be amended to cover a shorter sample time, e.g., through the month of June, to see how it goes.  Spiesz amended her motion to grant a Special Liquor License for six events on Thursdays, and to require reapproval to extend permit, second Ployhart.  Upon roll call vote with all ayes, Motion carried.

Law Enforcement Report.  Deputy Hames provided April report with 14 service calls.  With recent break-ins in the County, she reminded residents to avoid leaving valuables in vehicles and to keep them locked.  Discussion on speed limits through Harwood.  Mr. Ployhart reminded the council there is still no reduced speed along County 81 going north past Dakota Prairie Estates.  Mayor Rohrich will again contact the county to continue discussions on changes to speed limits and signage.  Deputy Hames confirmed the fire ban is still in effect.  All open burning is prohibited when the fire rating is Extreme but allowed with caution if reduced to Very High.  Guidelines can be found on the Cass County website.  

Lagoon Land Cash Rent Agreement.  Ed Ployhart and Jeff Foss requested farming the land south of lagoon.  Dick Sundberg suggested a rate increase given Harwood’s charge has remained at $35/acre for 25 years and not in line with current rental rates.  Council reminded the land is not ideal for farming due to its size and triangular shape.  Mr. Ployhart deferred rental to Mr. Foss.  Jennifer Spiesz asked the council to consider reopening the land for bids with hope of attracting and establishing a business park and subsequently increasing Harwood’s taxable valuation.  Dick Sundberg opposed the idea suggesting the land remain accessible for a borrow pit when dirt is needed during an emergency flood event.  Discussion on possibility of bidding out next spring.  Tabled.
Motion by Sundberg to approve Cash Rent Agreement for Jeff Foss for the rental rate of $700 for the 2015 season, second Spiesz.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.

Engineer & Attorney Reports.
Water Improvement #2015-1.  Stan Hanson reported on April 20th the Cass County Commission voted in favor of up to 50% match for all buyouts, berms, dirt work, Co. 81 work, 50% of geotechnical, and 50% engineering and administration.  Plans and specs completed; bids advertised for opening at 11am June 16th at Houston.  Backup generator and installation of dehumidifier for water plant to be bid out separately. Test results received from Tonka on media filters showing no need for replacement.  Discussions continue for flood buy-outs.  Closing for Stennes property planned within the next few weeks.
Motion by Sundberg to introduce a Resolution Directing Auditor to Advertise for Bids and a Resolution Approving Plans & Specifications for Improvements in Water System Improvement District #2015-1, second Spiesz.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.
Motion by Sundberg to authorize the execution of a Purchase Agreement between City of Harwood and H. Shirley Wentz for .13 acres of land east of Chapin for flood protection to expand ditch and improve city’s sanitary sewer manhole for $3,018, second Peyerl.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.
Dakota Prairie Estates 2nd Addition – Developers Agreement.  Engineer Jonathan Lowry representing Ed Ployhart approached the council to propose a committee be formed and meeting scheduled to review development plans and iron out details and key points of an agreement to bring the information and preliminary plat to the council for approval at the June meeting.  Plans and spec will then be developed and everything in place for spring construction.  Mayor Rohrich announced his full supporting of the development stating it will be good for Harwood and encouraged it move forward.  Meeting scheduled for 10 am Monday, May11th at the city office.  Committee formed including Dick Sundberg, Sarah Wear, Mayor Rohrich, Bernie Stasch and Stan Hanson.  Tabled.
Prairie Drive Street Improvement.  An informational meeting will be scheduled with property owners on Prairie Drive where city engineer and attorney will explain necessity and process.  If 65% agree to move forward with completion of street at this time, residents will be asked to sign a petition reflecting the same and this improvement will be included with bonding for city water improvement. 
Harwood Lagoon Sale.  Attorney Wear reported the mandate from the ND Supreme Court has been received.  Once deed signed, city should receive payment shortly thereafter.

Harwood Community Center.   Ms. Spiesz asked the council to reconsider the proposed financing of the building and consider purchasing out of existing funds saving over $16,000 in interest and fees.  
Motion by Spiesz to purchase the Community Center with existing Sales Tax funds.  Discussion.  Motion failed for lack of a second.
Motion by Peyerl to introduce a Resolution Authorizing Lease between the City of Harwood and Harwood State Bank for the sale of the Community Center repaid over a 10 year period, with option of early payoff without penalty, second Sundberg.  Upon roll call vote:  Peyerl and Sundberg, aye; Ployhart and Spiesz, nay; Mayor Rohrich voted aye breaking the tie vote.  With majority in favor, Motion carried.  
Auditor working with Fire & Tornado to insure community center building and contents.  Commercial appraisal scheduled to determine replacement cost of building.  Day planned this month to do inventory.  Paint bid presented from JR Painting for the interior of building.  Tabled.
Motion by Sundberg to spend up to $5,000 for painting the Community Center; second Ployhart.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.  

Building Matters/Permits.  Motion by Sundberg to appoint Todd Halle Harwood Building Inspector, and to approve Just Construction/Wall Building Permit #682 for new home and Engberg Builders/Giere Permit #683 for home addition, second Peyerl.  
 
Approve Site Authorizations.  Motion by Peyerl to approve Gaming Site Authorizations for both the Harwood American Legion and the Harwood Fire & Rescue for gaming at the Harwood Grill & Bar, for the period July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016, second Sundberg.  Jennifer Spiesz sustained from voting with conflict of interest with her active status with Fire & Rescue.  Upon roll call vote with all in favor, Motion carried.

Mayor Report.  He suggested the funds received from administration of Bethany on 42nd bonds be placed into the Community Center Fund.

Council Reports.  Discussion on city responsibility and liability for property damage resulting from waterline repairs and homeowner request for additional dirt and landscaping.  Mr. Ployhart reporting his belief the city owes the homeowner something to fix the yard and suggested adding more dirt and sodding the area; Bernie and Mr. Sundberg believe the city has already invested time and money sufficient to cover any city liability.  No motion or resolution made.  Tabled.

Public works reported painting of floor and water tank completed in water plant.

Sherry reported flowering crab apple trees purchased from Sheyenne Gardens were delivered on Arbor Day to Harwood Elementary School students and staff from the City.  She reported she no longer has home land line and use cell for everything so feel more appropriate to move charges back to personal account.  A benefit is planned for Tuesday, June 9th for Brian Maki at the Harwood Community Center from 6pm – 9pm.
 
Adjournment:  Motion by Spiesz to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. to May 4, 2015, second Peyerl. 
 

                                              				_________________________________
                                                                                   	Bill Rohrich, Mayor
Attest: ___________________________                          	
Sherry Morris, Auditor                                          	
 
Date of Approval ____________________
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